
TODAY

EDUCATE      EMPOWER      CHALLENGE 

Binghamton City School District

#BPatriotProud

Back to School 2019

Binghamton youth give back
 page 18 
Student spends year in India 
 page 19



Back to School 2019 

'' 

'' 
Superintendent 

Tonia Thompson 

Board of Education 

Joseph Gasior, president 

Brian Whalen, vice president 

Penelope Harper 

Korin L. Kirk 

Liz Rosenberg 

Steve Seepersaud 

Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Tonia Thompson 

Writing-Editing-Layout-Design 

Broome-Tioga BOCES 

Office of Communications & Development 

B 
Binghamton City School District 

A letter from 

Superintendent 

Tonia Thompson 
Dear Binghamton Families, 
I hope you've had a restful and enjoyable summer break, filled 
with plenty of opportunities for rejuvenation and quality time with 
those you love most. As we bid farewell to summer, we welcome 
the new school year with eagerness and enthusiasm. 

A new academic year comes with many new beginnings: new lessons, new opportunities, 
and new friendships. It's a time to build on our existing relationships and previous 
learning. There are tremendous opportunities for us to continue to grow as individuals, 
and as an educational community. Our parents and families are essential partners in the 
success of our students. We appreciate and encourage your involvement in our schools. 
Though school has been out for summer, many wonderful things have continued to take 
place in the Binghamton City School District! Nearly 900 students enjoyed the district's 
wide variety of free summer camps. We offered summer camps for elementary and 
middle school students that thoughtfully combined educational lessons with summer fun, 
in addition to a fabulous selection of fine arts, athletic and STEAM camps. 
In this issue ofBToday, you will enjoy coverage of Binghamton High School's 2019 
commencement ceremony, and see the exciting new construction that's part of the first 
phase of the capital project approved by voters in December 2017. 
You will read about our Liberty Teen Leaders, a group of Binghamton students and 
recent graduates that volunteered in and around Binghamton throughout the summer, 
doing various acts of community service. The care and concern these young people 
show for their community is remarkable. Already, they are making a positive impact as 
engaged citizens. 
You will learn about the fascinating year-long experience of Binghamton High School 
student Tayvia Wright, who recently returned to Binghamton after spending a year 
studying abroad in India. The Binghamton Rotary Club's Youth Exchange Program is an 
outstanding opportunity that is truly broadening horizons for Binghamton students. 
The district's administration, alongside its' faculty and the Board of Education, has 
dedicated months to careful planning and groundwork for the new school year. We are 
excited to see our efforts come to fruition as we work together toward our common 
goal of the success of each and every one of our students. We pride ourselves on being 
a student-centered learning environment, and are committed to continuing to ensure 
equitable opportunities are present, allowing all students to achieve the best possible 
educational outcomes. 
I look forward to leading the district through another school year, filled with many 
incredible accomplishments by our students and staff. Thank you for your continued 
support of our school community! 

With Patriot Pride, 

Dr. Tonia Thompson 
Superintendent of Schools 

Binghamton, NY 13902-2126 

164 Hawley Street, P.O. Box 2126 



BCS Foundation awards more 
than $33,000 in grants 
Congratulations to the 2019 Binghamton City Schools Foundation grant winners. 
This year the foundation awarded more than $33,000 worth of grants to 13 projects 
across the district. Every year the foundation awards grants to district staff members 
who submit proposals for special projects or activities that fall beyond the scope of 
the district's operating budget. Some of the projects ranged from books to seating 
options to community gardens. 

Since 2008, the foundation has awarded more than $200,000 in grants to educators 
in the district. All of their funding comes from donations and through the continued 
generosity of private individuals, corporations and public/private foundations. For 
more information about the grant process, visit our webpage under the District and 
Get Involved tabs. 

BCS Foundation grant winners honored during Board of Education Meeting. 

Binghamton City Schools Foundation Awards 

Nancy Bennett Franklin $400 Garden Club 

Nancy Bennett Franklin $1,625 iPods for PE 

Katie Burke East Middle $2,786 March Madness Book Competition (books) 

Evan Lally East Middle $375 Travel the World Through Google 

Cardboard Virtual Reality 

Jodi lhnotic Jefferson $3,000 Innovative seating in the library 

Melanie Valencia West Middle $2,000 School garden expansion 

Susan Stearns Mann $1,285 Adaptive seating options to help students 

learn 

Brenda Lidestri BHS $2,615 Robotics Club 

Sharon Bieber Mann $5,000/$3,00 Reading Books and Reading Celebrations 

Colleen Spring West Middle $5,731 Being the best you can be! 

Kelly Rooney East Middle $3,000 Community Garden 

Patti Fiato Coolidge $1,408 STEM Legos & Literature 

Marianne Hertzog Jefferson $1,500 Sensory Movement Hallway 

Introducing BCSD's 

newest administrators 

Christine Choi 
Assistant Superintendent 

for Instruction & Budget 

Choi's career in 
education began over 

20 years ago as a Business Education 
teacher and Work-Based Leaming 
Coordinator in Wisconsin. Choi 
then spent nine years as a Business 
Education teacher for Union-Endicott 
Central School District. She then joined 
Broome-Tioga BOCES/South Central 
Regional Information Center as the Race 
to the Top Data Services Coordinator in 
2013. While at BT BOCES, Choi also 
served as the Data Services Manager 
and, most recently, the Assistant 
Director for Technology, Leadership and 
Innovation. Choi holds degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and 
Binghamton University. 

Emily Dabek 
Assistant Principal at 

MacArthur Elementary 

Dabek is a Binghamton 
High School alumna, 
and a graduate of the 

University of Rochester and SUNY 
Cortland. Dabek said being a former 
BCSD student is what drew her to the 
district. She's been working in education 
for 16 years, and her favorite part of her 
job is seeing children grow, overcome and 
discover who they are. 

Paul Vesci 
Associate Principal at 

Binghamton High School 

Vesci graduated from 
Chenango Valley Central 
School District before 

attending Buffalo State, Binghamton 
University and SUNY Cortland. He's 
been working in education 20 years, and 
said he was drawn to Binghamton City 
School District due to its diversity and 
vast offering of programs. His favorite 
part of his job is working with and 
supporting his students. 
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The Binghamton City School District proudly provides 
an enriched selection of programs and opportunities to its 
students, year round. During summer break, our students 
enjoyed a wide variety of free summer camps. 

Some of our camps were focused on athletics, the arts, or 
STEAM. From bowling, to fine arts, to flute, there was 
something for every student. We're pleased to be able 
to provide our children with opportunities to engage in 
activities they most enjoy during their summer break. 

Our Imagination Adventure summer camp allowed students 
a fun, interactive experience by letting students journey 
to different destinations, such as the rainforest or foreign 
countries, without ever leaving Binghamton. 

In total, 884 students took advantage of our summer camps 
in 2019. We look forward to watching that number grow 
even greater next year. 

Major construction is underway at 
Binghamton schools during the first 
phase of a $28 million capital project. 

The project, which was approved by 
voters in December 2017, began over 
the summer and will continue over the 
next two summers. Binghamton High 
School was one of the major focuses of 
the first phase of this project. 

At the high school, significant work is 
being done on the exterior and interior 
school including a new secure vestibule 
and entryway for all students and 
visitors and an improved American with 
Disabilities Act compliant walkway 

from the parking area. The main office 
and student attendance office will also 
be relocated to the new secure vestibule 
and entryway. The sidewalks and the 
marquee are being replaced, and the 
district is renovating the cafeteria 
to provide a more student-centered 
atmosphere. The project also includes 
renovating the entry to the Main Street 
Plaza, and the Oak Street Plaza leading 
to the new vestibule. 

The high school vestibule and interior 
work will be finished in late fall, with 
the site work finishing in the summer of 
2020. Plans are in place to accommodate 

our students in the meantime. 

In addition to the upgrades at BHS, 
construction took place at Thomas 
Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin 
elementary schools throughout the 
summer months. Both schools will 
see new secure vestibules. There will 
be increased capacity in the Jefferson 
gymnasium, while Franklin has seen 
a redesign of the main office and a 
complete renovation of the building's 
bottom floor. We look forward to sharing 
our progress with our school community 
and are thankful for our community's 
support of our facilities. 



BCSD hosts community 
conversation at 
workshop 
As a district, we are continually striving to educate, empower 
and challenge our students, and we believe community 
engagement is a critical part of that process. The district 
held its first community workshop on Tuesday, June 18 
at Columbus School, where stakeholders met to discuss 
additional solutions to ensure all students experience a positive 
learning environment. 

This spring, the district gathered thoughts and suggestions 
from its students, staff, and the community through 
ThoughtExchange, an on line platform for participants 
to anonymously provide feedback and input. We asked 
participants what the district does well to ensure a positive 
learning environment for its students, and what we can do 
better. We received a tremendous amount of feedback about 
the district's strengths, and areas where our community would 
like to see improvement and growth. From that feedback, 
five main themes emerged: academics, arts and athletics, 
code of conduct, diversity, relationships and school safety. 
These themes served as the central focuses of our community 
workshop. 

We saw great attendance at this event, and we were happy to 
have board members, school leaders, parents, students and 
community members there to partake in this constructive 
collaboration. We were able to gather thoughtful input 
through this valuable dialogue. It is through solution-oriented 
conversations that growth takes place, and we appreciate our 
community's partnership in that effort. 

For more information on the results of the community 
workshop, please visit our website under the For Parents tab. 

Go Green 
celebrates 1 O year 
anniversary 
This year marked the 10th anniversary of the Go Green 
Institute Summer Program at Binghamton University. 
Go Green is designed to excite students about Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM). This 
year 49 middle grade students from the Binghamton City 
School District participated in the intensive 10-day hands-on
learning experience centered on the theme of a greener living 
environment. 

Through the program the students were able to explore 
elements of science, math, design and engineering as they 
relate to creating a sustainable living environment. The 
students experimented in the lab and took field trips to 
the University Nature Preserve and Center of Excellence. 
They also worked alongside Binghamton University faculty 
members and graduate students as well as faculty from SUNY 
Broome and teachers from local school districts. 

Alexsa Silva, director of instruction and outreach in the 
University's Department of Chemistry has been dedicated to 
the Go Green Program and worked closely with the students 
during the program. 

"We believe that for the U.S. to be competitive in science 
and technology globally, it is critical that we grow the 
pipeline of young students interested in careers in science 
and engineering," said Silva. "Middle school is a perfect 
time to capture these talented students' interest and give them 
an opportunity to see science and engineering as exciting 
opportunities to solve problems in everyday life." 



There are new artistic masterpieces on 
display at public parks, and they're as 
vibrant as the Binghamton students who 
spent their summer helping to create 
them. Area students had the opportunity 
to combine art with a paid summer job, 
through the Broome-Tioga BOCES 
Youth Summer Employment Program. 
The program empowers, inspires and 
motivates young people as they make 
lasting contributions to the parks and 
urban areas of Binghamton. 

One of the projects focused on 
beautifying the West End Park on 
Margaret Street by adding colorful 
murals. Six students worked on this 
project, under the direction of local 
artist Emily Rodgers, including BHS 
students Ebony Ivey, Aysha Waddell, 
Dowlasha Hubbert and Aviana Cruz 
Maxwell. 

"Most of the students had never painted 
before, so there was plenty of learning 
and growing along the way," Rodgers 
said. "The finished product truly 
represents the students that worked on 
the project and the community has been 
very positive and vocal about how the 
murals have transformed the space." 

CHAtLENl!E 

Meanwhile, at Columbus Park, two 
BHS students were working hard on a 
breathtaking mosaic, alongside another 
community artist, Emily Jablon. Rising 
sophomores Zara Hardy and Joriana 
Miller were included in that group. 

"We wanted to do a rainbow throughout 
the wall," Miller said. "We're at a park, 
so we wanted to incorporate flowers 
and a garden to bring out the park's 
beauty." 

After five weeks of work, the program 
came to an end, but the mosaic still 
wasn't quite done. The students donated 
their time to finish the job, spending 
an additional week arranging small, 
brightly colored pieces of glass along 
the park's wall. They were filled with 
pride when it was complete. 

"It beautifies the community. It really 
adds a spark to it," Miller said. "I'm 
proud that we can bring this to the 
community and make it more inviting." 

Well done, students! We are Patriot 
proud of you! 



Clare Coyne 

Coyne plans to attend New York University 
Tandon School of Engineering and major in 
Integrated Digital Media. She said the Project 
Lead the Way Pre-Engineering rogram really 

helped prepare her to pursue an engineering degree. "My favorite 
Simon Joyner memory at Binghamton, and something I'll remember forever, is 

the community," Coyne said. "There are so many different groups (
Valedictorian of people- I feel like I see someone new every day - and the school 

just works so well as one, and think that's something BHS has that 
Joyner will attend Clarkson University not a lot of other schools do." 
to study Civil Engineering. According 
to Joyner, Binghamton High School 

helped him prepare for the future by offering many high
level classes such as physics and calculus, along with the 
Project Lead the Way pre-engineering program. He said Teresa Rennia 
during his time at BHS, he's learned the value of hard 
work, commitment, and staying true to himself. "I have Rennia will attend the Richmond American 
undoubtedly grown and matured as a person throughout International University in the fall. She'll be 
high school, and the environment at BHS has taught me majoring in biochemistry with a Pre-Med track 
how to cooperate and work within an extremely diverse and hopes to eventually become a doctor with 
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community," Joyner said. Doctors Without Borders. Rennia said in addition to a strong 
academic foundation, BHS has provided her with life skills, such 
as time management, collaboration, and open mindedness. "My 
time at BCSD taught me the importance of working and listening 
to others, even though your opinions may differ, and appreciating 

Samantha Tuberman those differences," Rennia said. 

Salutatorian 

Tuberman is headed to Northeastern 
University, and will spend her first 
semester abroad in Dublin, Ireland. She 

plans to major in cell and molecular biology and business to 
eventually become a research biologist. Tuberman credits DiVincentis will be attending the University 
the rigor of the International Baccalaureate Pro!pam with at Buffalo Honors College to study Biological 
helping her prepare for college. "Being at BCS0 has taught Sciences/DDS, and plans to attend dental 
me to accept people from all walks of life an, embrace our school. He said his favorite BCSD memory 
differences," Tuberman said. is going to Washington D.C. with the National Honor Society. 

DiVincentis is passionate about community service, as a member 
of the--St. Mary of the Assumption parish council, and a volunteer 
for both the mobile food pantry and Ambulatory Surgery at 
Lourdes Hospital. "There is no greateF feeling thara to elp others," 
DiVincentis said. 
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by introducing him to the Project Lead the Way curriculum. His 
favorite BCSD memory is the Hershey Park Trip for Physics and 
Technology Club each spring. Allen offers this advice to incoming 
freshman: "Just do your work and stay out of trouble. That's the 
simple recipe for success." 

Caroline Turner 

Turner will be living her childhood dream of 
attending Penn State University, and looks 
forward to majoring in psychology, eating plenty 
of ice cream, and going to football games. "My 
favorite BCSD memories are the little moments 

that happen every day such as laughing with friends in the hallway 
or building connections with my favorite teachers," Turner said. 
"These small moments have made everyday something special 
throughout all my years of school." Turner said the diverse student 
population at BHS taught her to respect and educate herself on 
other people's perspectives. 

�.· 1·:1. ... , 
Sophia Klin 

Klin will be taking her musical talents to the 
Eastman Sc· ool of Music at the University 

Christy Sherman 

Sherman will major in Childhood Education 
at SUNY Oneonta, and hopes to become an 
elementary school teacher. She said growing 
up in BCSD, she's always been surrounded by 

diversity, and this has taught her the value of diversity and made 
her an open person. Sherman leaves incoming freshman with the 
following advice: "Make strong connections with your teachers. 
They will be the ones who help you every step of the way." 

"" -- a 
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performance. She said playing violin in the 
of Rochester to major in tiistory and violin 

,school musicals were the highlights of her 
years at BHS, along with representing Binghamton in the All 
State Orchestra in eleventh and twelfth grade. "The BHS music 
aepa ment has been a wonderful environment for me to grow as 
a student and musician," Klin said. "The music program has been 
extremely supportive and my teachers have opened up so many 
doors for me." 

Jonah Allen 

Allen will study Mechanical Engineering at 
Rochester Institute of Technology. He said BHS 
helped him prepare for college by offering AP 
Calculus and AP Physics. It has also helped 

Clare Atkinson 

Atkinson will attend the University of Virginia, 
where she'll study political science and 
international affairs. She hopes to attend law 
school following undergrad, and eventually 

become an international trade attorney. She said her favorite BCSD 
memory is winning the volleyball sectional championship twice 
alongside some of her best friends. "My time at BCSD has shaped 
my belief that with hard work anything is possible, if you take 
advantage of the resources available," Atkinson said. 
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Congratulations to the Class of2019 at 
Binghamton High School! The 
Binghamton City School District 
celebrated the success and 
accomplishments of the 2019 class with 
a commencement ceremony at the Floyd 
L. Maines Veterans Memorial Arena in 
downtown Binghamton on Sunday, June 
30. 

Aseel Mohamed, Class of2019 
President, served as the Master of 
Ceremony. The ceremony featured 
remarks by Board of Education 
President Brian Whalen, BCSD 
Superintendent Tonia Thompson, 
Valedictorian Simon Joyner, Salutatorian 
Samantha Tuberman, and BHS Principal 
Kevin Richman. 

Richman 's speech focused on the unique 
and outstanding accomplishments 
of the graduating class. Those 
accomplishments included a wide 
variety of personal, academic, athletic, 
and musical achievements. Richman 
spoke about one student that recently 
spent time doing missionary work in 
Ghana. He recognized another as one 
of the best violinists to ever walk the 
halls of Binghamton High School. 
He commended another graduate that 
struggled during his first two years 
of high school, but worked tirelessly 
throughout his junior and senior 
years, completing all his graduation 
requirements and raising his GPA 
tremendously. These are only a few 
examples of the many outstanding 
accomplishments of Binghamton's 2019 
class. These young people have already 
accomplished so much, and their stories 
are just beginning. 

Each student proudly walked up to 
receive their diploma, and was met with 
hugs, handshakes and congratulatory " ords from their teachers, 

inistrators, and members of the 

Board of Education. Mohamed left his 
fellow classmates with a final message 
of confidence and inspiration. 

"I remember, I spoke at the moving up 
ceremony when I was in eighth grade," 
Mohammed told his classmates. "I said 
"We, the Binghamton High School Class 
of2019 can change the world for the 
better through hard work, patience and 
staying determined." Today, I'm here to 
tell you that we, the Binghamton High 
School Class of 2019, will change the 
world for the better through hard work, 
patience, and staying determined." 

Congratulations to the Class of 2019! 
We are Patriot Proud of each and every 
one of you. 

"We, the BHS Class 
of 2019, will change 

the world for the 
better through hard 
work, patience, and 
staying determined." 

-Aseel Mohamed 
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This summer some of our fifth grade 
students parti�ipated in the Broome
Tioga BOCES Career & Technical 
Education Summer Camp. The 
camp enabled students to explore 
and experience a variety of different 
possible career paths, including 
culinary arts, heavy equipment 
operation, cosmetology, criminal 
justice, plurrlbing, electricity and 
health science. Each day, the students 
took on a different adventure in a new 
and interesting hands-on educational 
activity focused on real-world career 
possibilities. 



PALS students 
experience animals, 
agriculture during 
horse-farm field trip 
A field trip to Trinity Horse Farm provided our PALS 
(or Preparation for Adult Learning Success) students an 
educational encounter with animals and agriculture. 

During the trip to the Binghamton equestrian farm, 
students from East and West middle schools were able to 
pet and feed the horses, and learn about horse care. Prior to 
the field trip, the students created a list of questions. Each 
student had a specific question they wrote on an index card. 

"Trinity Horse Farm's Erin Allen did an amazing job 
educating our students. She answered each question 
throughout the visit, and often, she was able to give a 
demonstration for the students," Maryanne Homan, special 
education teacher, said. "For example, students wanted 
to know how to brush a horse, and how to feed a horse. 
During our field trip, each student had the opportunity to 
do those things." 

Our PALS students loved petting the horses, feeding them 
treats and learning all about different breeds. The trip was 
especially exciting for students who had never seen a horse 
in person. Homan said she hopes to make this an annual 
field trip. 



Tips to Get to School Safely 
Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, i t  is extremely important that they take proper 
safety precautions. Here are some tips to make sure your child safely travels to school: 

Walkers 
Review your family's walking safety rules and practice walking to school with your child. 

• Parents should plan a safe route that doesn't involve shortcuts 
• Young children should walk with an adult 
• Older children should walk with a friend 
• Walk on the sidewalk, if one is available; when on a street with no sidewalk, walk facing the traffic 
• Before you cross the street, stop and look left, right and left again to see if cars are coming 
• Wear bright-colored clothes 
• Don't take rides from strangers 
• Make eye contact with drivers before crossing and always cross streets at crosswalks or intersections 
• Stay alert and avoid distracted walking 

Bike Riders 
Teach your child the rules of the road and practice riding the bike route to school with your child. 
• Ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, and in a single file 
• Come to a complete stop before crossing the street; walk bikes across the street 
• Stay alert and avoid distracted riding 

• Make sure your child always wears a properly fitted helmet and bright clothing 

Bus Riders 
Teach your children school bus safety rules and practice with them. 
• Go to the bus stop with your child to teach them the proper way to get on and off the bus 
• Teach your children to stand 6 feet (or three giant steps) away from the curb 
• If your child must cross the street in front of the bus, teach him or her to walk on the side of the road until they are I O  feet ahead 
of the bus;  your child and the bus driver should always be able to see each other 

Driving Your Child to School 
Stay alert and avoid distracted driving. 
• Obey school zone speed limits and follow your school's drop-off procedure 
• Make eye contact with children who are crossing the street 
• Never pass a bus loading or unloading children 
• The area I O  feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop far enough back to allow them to safely enter and 

exit the bus 

Teen ·orivers 
Car crashes are the No. 1 cause of death for teens. Fortunately, there i s  something we can do. 
• Teens crash because they are inexperienced; practice with new drivers every week, before and after they get their license 
• Set a good example; drive the way you want your teen to drive 
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A school crisis is an incident that affects students and staff 
and can occur before, during or after regular school hours. 
We want our parents to feel confident in the safety of 
their children while they're at school, so we've provided 
responses to a few of the most frequently asked school safety 
questions. 

Q: What can parents do when a school is in crisis? 

A: Trust that we are first doing what is needed to protect 
your child(ren); then we'll communicate with available 
information. It is important to remain calm and monitor 
information sources. We understand the natural instinct to 
want to rush to your child. Phone lines, staff and roads are 
needed for emergency response. Parents will not be allowed 
on campus during a crisis. 

Q: How will I get information during a crisis? 

A: Parents and guardians will be notified in a number 
of ways when a crisis occurs. They will receive an 
automated phone call with details of the situation. They 
will also receive an email with updates as they develop. 
It is important that parents and guardians make sure their 
contact information is up-to-date to ensure that they receive 
important information. (See page 4 on all ways the district 
communicates information) 

Q:  Can I call or text my child during a crisis? 

A: Refrain from calling or texting your child(ren). The 
sound, vibration or conversation may put students in danger. 
Students need to be paying attention to instructions from 
trained staff. 

Q: When will I be able to get my child? 

A: As soon as it is safe to do so, and under the guidance 
of emergency responders, we will evacuate students to a 
secure location and begin the parent-student reunification 
process. Students will only be released to parents/guardians, 
or other pre-designated persons identified on emergency 
contacts. 
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When the perceived threat 
is inside a building or on the 
campus .  

When a potential threat exists near 
the campus and requires police or 
fire response. 

When conditions are safer outside 
the building. 

When an urgent or medical 
incident occurs to a student or 
staff. The response is intended to 
shelter students from the incident 
location. 

When conditions warrant 
relocating students and staff to a 
more secure location inside the 
school . 





BCSD is ' National Model' for 
PLAAY program 
Binghamton City School District's 
PLAAY ( or Preventing Long Term 
Anger and Aggression in Youth) 
program is making a tremendous 
impact in the lives of students and staff 
by combining athletics with cultural 
awareness. The important work being 
done in Binghamton has caught the 
attention of Dr. Howard Stevenson, 
the original developer of PLAA Y. 
Colleagues of Stevenson from the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration ( or SAMHSA) 
paid a visit to the district to gain a 
first-hand understanding of our PLAAY 
program. 

The goal of the two-day visit was to 
learn about the strengths and needs of 
Binghamton students, families and the 
community. BCSD's PLAAY program, 
which uses sports as a foundation to 
teach anger management and coping 
skills, is based off the original model 
developed by Stevenson of the 
University of Pennsylvania. However, 
the district has put a unique spin on 
the program, incorporating some 
new components which sparked the 
interest of Stevenson and his team of 
researchers. 

PLAAY was originally developed 
specifically for male athletes. 
Binghamton has taken it a step further 
by opening up the program to female 
students, as well. Another added 
component of the BCSD program, 
overseen by BHS teacher and football 
coach Mike Ramil, is the mentorship 
aspect. The mentees in the program 
are students from several elementary 
schools, as well as East and West Middle 
Schools, and the mentors are students 
from the high school. The mentees 
are able to turn to their mentors, who 
receive compensation for participating in 
the program, for advice, comradery and 
support. 

Roslyn Holliday Moore, one of 
the visitors from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, was impressed with the 
district's approach and looks forward 
to continuing to observe the progress 
being realized through BCSD's PLAA Y 
program. The group is also interested in 
learning how they can aligl). resources 
and activities to support the work being 
done in the district. 

Moving forward, data collection is a 
priority in order to sustain and expand 
this fantastic program. The studen 
who participate in the program have 
demonstrated a higher average grade 
point average as well as lower number 
of behavior incidents as compared to 
their peers. Data that demonstrates 
the positive outcomes and measurable 
growth experienced by program 
participants will be extremely useful 
as the district pursues opportunities for 
funding to support PLAA Y. 

The district looks forward to 
continuing this program and identifying 
opportunities for expansion in the 2019-
2020 school year. 

E M P U W E R 



It was a summer of giving for a group of 
Binghamton High School students and 
recent graduates. 

Teens in the Liberty CITY (Community 
Improvement Through Youth) Project's 
Youth Summer Employment Program 
spent their summer completing 
service-based projects in and around 
the Binghamton community. Their 
participation in this program allowed 
them to earn money, gain valuable job 
experience, and, most importantly, 
taught them valuable lessons about 
empathy and community cultivation. 

One of the highlights of their work was 
building a handicap-accessible ramp for 
a family in need on the city's east side. 
In early August, students spent two days 
at a Moeller Street residence, tearing 
down a ramp that was not up to code and 
building a new, code-compliant ramp 
under the direction of local non-profit 
organization Ramp It Up. The project 
was completed at no cost to the family. 

Students used their math skills during 
the build, and were introduced to trades 
such as construction and architecture. 

"It's really fun to build something from 
scratch. There's not really a template, 
there are problems you have to adapt 
to as you go," Xymier Thomas, a 
sophomore at Binghamton High School, 
said. "It feels really good knowing you 
can overcome the challenges that come 
with this kind of project." 

While their hands were full of drills, 
screws and wood, there was a great deal 
of social and emotional learning taking 
place. 

"They're learning to understand and 
relate to someone else's feelings and 
experiences, and knowing they have the 
power to make a difference in the lives 
of others," Autumn Loke, Lead Student 

Academic Counselor with the Liberty 
Partnerships Program. "Throughout 

the project, they've said they can't wait 
until it's finished so they can see the 
person using it." 

"It's amazing, because it should be easy 
for someone to be able to walk into their 
home. It's a great feeling to be able to 
build something so that someone doesn't 
have to go through an obstacle every day 
just to get into their own home," Thomas 
said. "I'm going to have a big smile on 
my face watching the homeowner use 
the ramp for the first time." 

Another service project the students 
completed this summer focused on two 
local animal shelters. They put together 
52 bags of hand-made fleece blankets, 
treats, and toys for the cats and kittens 
at the Broome County Humane Society 
in Binghamton and the Animal Care 
Council in Endicott, and spent a morning 
volunteering in those facilities. 

The Liberty CITY Project's Youth 
Summer Employment Program is open 
to students between the ages of 14 and 
21. Students who were in the program 
during high school are eligible to spend 
their summers with the program even 
after graduating. 

"It feels really 
good knowing you 
can overcome the 

challenges that 
come with this kind 

of proj ect." 
-Xymier Thomas 



BHS stu dent spends yea r  i n  I n d i a  

immersed i n  cu l tu re 
Binghamton High School student Tayvia 
Wright has already experienced more 
than many people do in a lifetime. 
Wright returned home in June after 
spending a year living and studying 
abroad in India. 

Wright's trip was made possible by the 
Binghamton Rotary's Youth Exchange 
Program. Her older sister studied in 
Brazil through the Youth Exchange 
program, and her experience sparked 
Wright's interest. She chose India 
because she was fascinated with the 
traditional culture and the country's rich 
ancient history. Wright lived in Tamil 
Nadu, a state in the southern part of the 
country. 

Wright looks back on the experience 
with positivity and fondness, but 
acknowledges that there were struggles, 
especially at the beginning. The initial 
adjustment was challenging. Half a 
world away from home, Wright said she 
longed for her family, Binghamton and 
her favorite pizza from Nirchi's - but 
found welcomed encouragement from 
her host family. 

"I really wanted to please everyone I 
came across, but that wasn't the best for 
me. It took me a while to decide to do 
what would make me happy in order to 
enjoy my time in India," Wright said. 
"My host mother's first rule was to do 
whatever would make me happy. She 
was very supportive." 

Throughout the year, Wright had the 
opportunity to live with three different 
host families, learning about their 
traditions, local schools, and cultural 
differences. For example, she had 
to adjust to eating with one hand, as 
eating with the left-hand is considered 
disrespectful in Indian culture. Before 
long, she was thriving. 

"I would say by November, I really got 
in the swing of things," Wright said. 

"I began understanding the language, 
knowing what to eat, and how to eat it 
properly." 

For Wright, there's plenty to love about 
India. She's already missing the heat, 
and the authentic Indian cuisine. She 
smiled as she described the "amazing" 
cooking of her second host mother, 
who perfected Wright's favorite dishes: 
lemon rice and sweet Pongal. But, 
most importantly, she thinks oflndia 
as the place where she discovered her 
independence. 

"The best part was getting to explore 
myself, and find out who I am. Here in 
the U.S., I had my parents and two older 
sisters to show me the way," Wright 
said. "In India, the decisions were all 
up to me. It helped me see the kind of 
person I am, what I'm comfortable with 
and how far I can push myself." 

Wright hopes to visit Spain and South 
Africa in the future, but for now, she's 
looking forward to her junior year at 
BHS. 

Interested in studying abroad 
through Rotary's Youth Exchange 
Program? Please contact Club Youth 
Exchange Chairman, Kevin Yeager at 
kevinyeager628@gmail.com. 

mailto:kevinyeager628@gmail.com
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